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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 2907 

EXDIS 
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TAGS: PFOR KS US 

SUBJ: ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE CALLS ON FOREIGN MINISTER. 

1 . DURING STOPOVER IN SEOUL APRIL 1 1 ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
HOLBROOKE PAID COURTESY CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER 
PARK TONG- JIN. ACCOMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR. HOLBROOKE 
BROUGHT FONMIN UP TO DATE ON CURRENT STATUS OF POLICY 
REVIEW OF GROUND TROOP WITHDRAWAL QUESTION 

AND TENTATIVE PLANS FOR CONSULTATION. PARK CONFIRMED 
FROM HOLBROOKE THAT CONSULTATIONS WILL DEAL WITH 
MODALITIES OF GROUND FORCE WITHDRAWAL AND 

NOT QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NOT THEY SHOULD WITHDRAW. HE EMPHA 
SIZED PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS INVOLVED BOTH IN SOUTH 
AND NORTH KOREA AND NEED THEREFORE TO HANDLE PUBLICITY 
VERY CAREFULLY. 

2. HOLBROOKE ALSO BROUGHT UP INCREASING PRESSURES ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUE AND URGED ACTION WITHIN NEXT TWO MONTHS IN 
KOREA’S OWN INTEREST. PARK NOTED THAT ISSUE HAD BEEN DISCUSSED 
FULLY BY AMBASSAODR WITH PRESIDENT AND THERE WAS 
NOTHING FURTHER TO SAY. HOLBROOKE AND AMBASSADOR REMINDED 
PARK THAT ISSUE REMAINS OPEN AND WOULD NOT BE SET ASIDE. 

3. WITHOUT REFERRING DIRECTLY TO HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE, 
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HOLBROOKE DESCRIBED PRESIDENT CARTER'S POLICY OF OPENNESS 
WITH AMERICAN PUBLIC AND REASONS FOR IT IN LIGHT PAST PUBLIC 
SUSPICION OF SECRECY ON PART PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATIONS. 

HE STRESSED VALUE OF THIS POLICY IN TERMS OF GENERATING 
PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR POLICIES OF PRESIDENT CARTER, EVEN THOUGH 
THERE MIGHT BE SOME POTENTIALLY DIFFICULT EFFECTS FOR OTHER 
NATIONS. IMPLICATION LEFT THAT THIS POLICY WOULD BE APPLIED TO 
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ISSUES BETWEEN US AND KOREA INCLUDING HUMAN RIGHTS. FONMIN URGED 
HOLBROOKE TO MAKE FULLER VISIT TO KOREA AND HOLBROOKE SAID 
HE WOULD TRY TO DO SO GIVEN BREVITY OF STOP TO JOIN 
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION. 

SNEIDER 
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